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Street Youth on O’ahu

Homelessness among youth is a serious and complex problem, with 
research showing that youth aged 12–17 are at higher risk than 
adults of becoming homeless. Transition-aged youth between 18 
and 24 years are one of the fastest growing homeless populations. 
Homeless youth often do not receive adequate services. They may 
not meet shelter admission policies and, at times, there is a lack 
of bed space for youth. Although homeless young adults can use 
shelter services, services may not always be a good fit for the needs 
of this transitioning population.

Existing research and information on homeless and runaway youth 
in Hawai‘i are limited and perhaps dated. In an effort to better 
understand the experiences and service needs of homeless and 
runaway youth on O‘ahu, the University of Hawai‘i Center on the 
Family partnered with Waikiki Health and Hale Kipa—two leading 
organizations that serve street youth on O‘ahu—to conduct the 
Street Youth Study. Study findings offer a snapshot of O‘ahu’s 
homeless and unaccompanied youth, and further our understanding 
of this population’s experiences and service needs.

About the Study

The Street Youth Study survey consisted of 65 questions that 
addressed (1) basic demographics, (2) the homeless and runaway 
experience, (3) risk factors for homelessness, and (4) well-being 
and service utilization. Interviews were completed between July 
and October 2016 with 151 young people, aged 12-24, who were 
homeless or had run away from home. Nearly a quarter (23.8%) of 
participants were between the ages of 12 and 17, and 76.2% were 
between the ages of 18 and 24. 

The full report and additional findings can be found at:  
http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/publications/list.aspx
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Demographic Background

Living Arrangements
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Homeless Experiences

Risk Factors for Youth Homelessness



Street Youth Study: Summery Report • 5

Health Issues
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Service Utilization and Priority of Needs
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